Sermon on Sunday16th October 2022 – A reflection on the Gospel of Luke 18.1-8.

Prayer

“Do you ever start a project, maybe sewing knitting or some woodwork or sorting out the garage? You say to yourself ‘I will get round to finishing this or doing this, and then something else gets in the way and its put on the back burner for another day.

For many people, faith in God is similarly packed away, and brought out and looked at from time to time. Their prayer- life is haphazard and irregular, with long gaps of inattentiveness punctuated with occasional attempts to open up communication channels. For whatever reasons, building a relationship with God is simply not their high priority at present. If it were, the commitment would show in a regular and more persistent prayer pattern.
So, today our readings resonate around our encounters with God and not to be side tracked in our prayer life.
The odd little parable in Luke gives us a story, the key to all of today’s readings are about faithful endurance. 
The story of the judge and the woman is vivid and full of little ironies. The contrast is set up between the unjust judge who has all the power on his side, and the woman, a widow in her search for justice, who didn’t have a male relative to do her pleading for her. 

Widows in Jesus’s day had a low status and did not inherit their husband’s estate and so were at the bottom of the pecking order. This left women with little means of support, ending up virtually destitute. The judge in this story is cast as a contrast to God and has no care for anyone but himself.

The parable links us to of an earlier comment from Jesus, “If you then, who are evil,  know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him !
This makes us think about difficulties which we might be facing at this time, have I lost hope that God will hear me? Can I bring them to God now, knowing that he is attentive to what I have to share? Do I feel I can trust him? So, if even the most unjust of judges will finally concede to the ceaseless petitions of a defenceless widow, then how much more will God answer our prayers? 

The hero in this story is a heroine- The widow keeps coming back to the judge in her search for justice, she will never give up - she keeps asking for what she needs and in the end the Judge responds just to get rid of her. The judge, whose title and position arise out the need to administer justice, doesn’t actually care about justice at all. He just wants a quiet life.
The Judge cares for no one but himself - a complete contrast to God.
We know that God is our ever loving Father. We know God loves and cares for all, faith is simple trust like that of a child. As Jesus says- ‘Knock and the door will be opened to you’, 

“Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find’.

So we need to keep the channel open, keep the conversation going; this is part and parcel of the human experience.

When the Son of man comes will he find faith on earth? 
Will they or we have given in to convenience and the desire for a quiet life? Will they or we still be faithful? 
Let us pray:

Lord, we can be so impatient sometimes and feel that God has not heard our prayers when they are not answered immediately. We live in a world of instant gratification, instant coffee, instant contact, a touch of a button on our computer or phone and we can be anywhere in the world! But Jesus in today’s Gospel is asking us to be patient,

’Pray always and do not loose heart! Our prayers will be answered, maybe not in the way we are expecting, but answered in the way that is beneficial to us.

Amen

