All Saints 9 October 2022 
Old Testament: Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7 
A letter to the exiles (p788)

New Testament: 2 Timothy 2.8-15

Enduring for the gospel (p1196)

Gospel:  Luke 17.11-19

Ten healed of leprosy (p1051)
I wonder, what makes you angry?
Even asking that question may raise in you, uncomfortable feelings; for like me, you were probably brought up to think of anger as wrong, a sign of a loss of self-control, even as a sin.

Yet anger is simply an emotion. It’s not the opposite of a virtue. Rather, it points to an internal disturbance; something or someone makes us angry – including of course, at times, ourselves.
There is a lot in the world that makes me angry at the moment. My list is a long one so I won’t bother you with it but you can imagine the list of injustices and abuses of power that feature there. I guess a lot of my anger is about the way the world is simply so unfair; and, yes, anger at my own complicity and involvement in that unfairness too.

So how do we manage this; how do we manage our anger?
The first thing we might do is to turn to Jesus and learn from him. 

For Jesus understands our anger, because the kinds of things that upset us, upset him, and still do.

Jesus’ anger was focused on the abuse of children, women, the sick and infirm, and foreigners; and in particular, the hypocrisy and complacency expressed by all those in religious and political power towards all four groups. 

Nothing much has changed in 2000 years. As an example, consider how our government is currently considering reducing the incomes of those unable to generate income for themselves. And what a travesty of basic human decency it is, that those seeking refuge in this country – unless you are from Ukraine – are not allowed to work, and therefore participate in society in a way that enhances self and those around us. 
When it came to foreigners, Jesus proved to be a great defender of the Samaritans and took a number of opportunities to praise them for their humanity, as you know all too well. 
In today’s episode the Samaritan in question is not simply marginalised for his ethnicity but excluded for his disability. Facing a double whammy of discrimination, Jesus praises the Samaritan when it is he – and he alone – that returns to say thank you to Jesus for ridding him of his leprosy. Jesus cannot do anything to assuage the daily assaults on him because of his ethnicity but, at least, he removes one of his burdens.
Here we come across an interesting observation – the limits of Jesus’ power. Jesus can heal the Samaritan but he cannot transform his ethnicity so that he is accepted on equal terms with Jews… Transforming the structures of injustice are harder than miracle cures.
There’s a lot in this story we could reflect upon, but the two themes I want to focus on are first (a) what motivates us to act as we do, and secondly (b) what can Jesus teach us about living with the reality of injustice.
Like you, I love being thanked when I’ve done something well or done something that has been valued. We all do – it gives us that internal warm buzz that we find so encouraging and affirming.
Yet, as we learnt from our reading last week and it is implied again in this week’s gospel, the expectation of reward should not motivate us into doing what we should simply be doing anyway. We don’t live a Christian life in expectation of anything; grace cannot be earned, it’s a free gift available to all. We live a Christian life because it’s the very best way of living, of feeling fulfilled, of being fully human.
I have absolutely no doubt that Jesus kept healing people after this episode with the ten lepers; he wouldn’t have simply stopped because only one of the ten returned to say thank you. He sounds a bit miffed perhaps, but his sense of self and understanding of grace meant he simply kept going.

We do what we do, not in expectation of reward, but because we know we are loved, and we want others to know that love too. 
Is that not enough of a motivation to keep living as generously and graciously as we can?

And so, onto the second theme. The world is full of injustice and it doesn’t seem to be ending any time soon. Buy a newspaper this morning and there is little to cheer you in it until, at least, you reach the puzzle pages or the occasional and usually very cynical cartoon. What can Jesus teach us about living with the impossibility of the downtrodden ever receiving justice in this life?

Let me suggest two things. 

First, we might not be able to end injustice, but naming it for what it is, is the closest we might be able to get to honouring those affected. So, we need to speak up and speak out – not unlike those countless brave women and girls in Iran this week. Unless we oppose injustice loudly and boldly, we are implicit in its continuation.

Secondly, let us try to live lives focused on the present moment whilst at the same time holding on to our belief in eternity. 
I wonder sometimes at the years I’ve wasted by not paying attention to the importance of the present moment, of allowing my mind to drift, and being uninterested and detached from the affairs of the community and world around me. We must be attentive and engaged. But we must also live with the hearts of people who believe in eternity, not as some hedonistic nirvana but simply as that state of eternal peace, acceptance and inclusion that can never be found with any consistency in this world. 
As Christians we need to be hope-filled realists, calling out injustice, caring for the oppressed, yet trusting that in God’s time everything will be resolved and reconciled.
It is tempting when your acts of generosity go unacknowledged to shrug your shoulders and give up. Like the Samaritan we should always try to remember to say ‘thank you’, knowing how important it is for others to hear our thanks.

But like Jesus, let us never be distracted or diverted by others’ selfishness. But draw instead upon the reservoir of God’s Spirit to help keep driving us on.

Despite appearances, slow step by slow step, we can make the world a holier, move loving, more just place for all. Amen. 

