Bible reflection on Mark 6.1-13  Sunday 4th July 2021
Our Gospel reading this week has two distinct parts. Firstly, the story starts in Jesus’ home town – the humble place that most of us begin our journey out into the world. He is among familiar people, walking on roads he would have known well. Can you can remember your walk to school, or the way from your house to the local park when you were a child? 

He steps into a role that the local people didn’t expect, it seems. On the Sabbath, He began to teach in the synagogue but the people could not hear him because of their prejudice. Can you imagine them saying, ‘How can he preach? Isn’t he just a carpenter? Let him get back to making furniture’. They saw Jesus as a craftsman, but couldn’t see him as a preacher. They could see him as he was, but couldn’t accept him for what he had become. He had changed but they were unwilling to see the change. Sadly, some would think he couldn’t proclaim a great message because he was seen as a working man. Where did his wisdom come from, since he was not a scholar? 

They knew his family; his mother Mary, his four brothers James and Joses, Judas and Simon, and his sisters. Here we get a glimpse of his home at Nazareth. Jesus was not an only child. He grew up in what we would consider a large family. Joseph is not mentioned, so it is likely he is no longer alive. As Jesus was the first-born he probably had to work hard to bring up the family, and that is why he remained in Nazareth until he was about 30. The people who knew his family would not accept that Jesus could achieve anything special because he was so ordinary in their eyes, so they rejected him. Even though Jesus cured some sick people, the people of Nazareth could not see his power. There are none so blind as those who do not want to see, nor none so deaf as those who don’t want to hear.
Jesus is amazed at their unbelief. He knew them and did not expect it from them. Before he left he said ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and among their own people, and in their own house.’ 
This is a very sad statement from Jesus.

 As Jesus moved on; he visited other villages and towns and was welcomed by all the people; they crowded round and listened to him because when they heard him they felt close to God, and that felt really good. 
Now the story continues with Jesus sending out the twelve disciples in pairs to continue his mission, telling them to focus on places here they are welcome. But where they were not welcome, just shake the dust of their feet on move on. They were instructed to take nothing with them except the clothes they stood up in and sandals on their feet, depending entirely on the people they visited to provide them with food and warmth at night. The disciples certainly wouldn’t impress with their glossy wealth and generosity!
This apparent vulnerability allows the disciples to be welcomed into the heart of the community staying with local people, hearing their stories and concerns, not only sharing the Good News of the Kingdom but also driving out demons and healing the sick. 
What does that tell us about our mission in the 21st century? Who are the vulnerable in our local society? Good News! The church is reaching out to some of the most vulnerable – Reach Out Bromsgrove is engaging with many difficult-to-connect young people in town and particularly in Sanders Park.

Look at the video when you have the opportunity – it’s very revealing. 
Or think about Street Pastors, heading out on Friday nights to engage with everyone involved in the Night Time Economy. Armed with lollipops, flip flops and first aid kits doesn’t give the impression of strength! But here is an invisible strength; the patrol are taking the word of God with them and are supported by a prayer team, providing uplifting and prayerful support.
So; let’s reflect on our mission; how are we taking the word of God out into our community? Many opportunities have lapsed in the current climate; let’s hope that they may be renewed soon; here at St Godwald’s, Little Stars and Totwalds may begin again and all the other users of our facilities may return. Not by accident that it’s called St Godwald’s Community Hall! 
Loving Father, help us to listen carefully to the call of Jesus

Give us a love for him that sends us out to tell others of his power and his gentleness

May we share in his mission and his message by the way we live and speak. Amen 
