Talk – Sea Sunday 12th July 2020
We have just watched a video from the Sailors Society, who work alongside Mission to Seafarers whom we specially remember today with many other organizations who support the seafarers on our shores and ports around the world. 

The Parable of the ‘Good Samaritan’ is a very familiar one, and is appropriate today as think and pray for those who work on our seas and those who support them.
So, in the first passages of the reading, Jesus has been speaking privately to his disciples when a Lawyer stands up asks him a question – ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?’(to which he believed he already had the answer). Jesus knew the lawyer was testing him, and reflected the question back to him according to the man’s own belief, and asked; ‘What is written in the law?

Sure enough the lawyer knew exactly what was written, and Jesus affirmed his answer: ……’do this, and you will live’. But the lawyer wanted Jesus to go further and confirm his understanding of ‘neighbour’, someone just like you and me.

Jesus’ response broke down all the barriers and limitations and the stereotype that filled the lawyer’s head about the meaning of a neighbour. By choosing a Samaritan, the traditional enemy of the Jews, as the example of a good neighbour, Jesus redefined ‘neighbour’ and, at the same time, ‘enemy’, He brought the two to meet in mercy.

This story has been preached about and reflected upon in huge measure. Children and adults, as well as those at many different stages of their Christian pilgrimage, have drawn something from it. It is a sign of hope amidst brokenness of our world and a challenge to the hierarchies and prejudices which might interfere with the fruitful and generous relationship. 

As we think of those who work on the sea today, how might this parable help us to reflect on our own engagement with the lives and experiences of seafarers? We gather in relative safety and security, yet there are those at sea, who, like the man robbed on the road, feel vulnerable and overlooked.
As the global economic squeeze has taken hold and Covid-19 resonates across the world, many at sea have found the conditions hard and sometimes have not seen a generous response from their employers. Whilst modern sailing ships and working the oceans can both a challenging and fulfilling experience, for many they have not benefited from the kinds of investment which would be desirable. 
No matter how good the conditions at sea might be for some, crews are still faced with long periods of time away from their families and friends and others who love them. In such circumstances as these who is to be their neighbour, who is to show them generous love?

Given that we know of those around the world who are in need of our support and intervention, and if we are to listen to this parable, we can understand that seafarers indeed are our neighbours. 

We can also seek to respond actively to the situation others find themselves in, whether locally, or many miles away. It may seem to some that we have a greater responsibility towards those who are close to us geographically. But, if we are part of the global community and if we use things that have been made and transported all over the world by sea, we have a direct connection with seafarers who work to bring the things we consume to our own communities. Seafarers are the unsung heroes, ensuring that medical and food supplies get to those who need them. We ourselves can seek to be more actively involved in the response to these challenges, we need to do more than watch from a distance.
The Mission to Seafarers continues to be the Church’s response to the challenges seafarers face. Whether it is the mission’s work in challenging and supporting those who are concerned around issues of justice and fairness, or the network of Seafarers Centres providing sanctuary, safety and security, or their team of experienced chaplains and their capacity to provide both practical and pastoral support as well as a huge number of volunteers, both in the UK and overseas, who provide real and practical help to those working in the maritime industry.

The Mission to Seafarers, along with its sister organizations around the world, provides a practical expression of neighbourliness and seeks to demonstrate that, mindful of the example of Jesus, we respond both to His teaching and His call to the Church. Their work together to help others through the Mission to Seafarers’ is an expression of Christian love and support. It is for this reason that the Mission to Seafarers, and organizations like it, continue to be worthy of our prayer and our serious support.
So if you are able to make a donation to this worthy organization, there is information of how to do it on your news sheet this week.
Thank you.
Amen

