Parish of Bromsgrove in the Diocese of Worcester

Churches of St John’s, St Andrew’s, All Saints, St Godwald’s, and Christ Church. 

 Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adult Policy Statement

We are committed to adopt the House of Bishops’ Policy – 
-Promoting a Safer Church

The nominated Safeguarding Representatives are:

	Name 

Adrienne Hall
	Name

Suzanne Thompson

	E-mail Address 
 ahall2d@hotmail.co.uk
	E-mail Address 
suzannethompson82@hotmail.com

	Contact Telephone Number

01527 873939
	Contact Telephone Number

01527 836142


The following policy has been agreed and implemented by the PCC.

1. We are committed to adopt and follow the Church of England’s House of Bishops’ Policies and the relevant legislation and guidance “Working Together”, thus ensuring that the welfare of children and young people is paramount.

We are aware of, and will implement the following documents that sit alongside the House of Bishops’ Policies:

•
Promoting a Safer Church: House of Bishops’ statement policy (2017)

•
Protecting all God’s Children (safeguarding policy for children and young people, 4th edition) 2010)

•
Promoting a Safe Church (safeguarding policy for adults) 2016

•
Diocese of Worcester Domestic Abuse Policy Statement 2017

•
Central Council of Church Bell ringers General Statement on safeguarding children in towers
2. We will also adhere to the practice guidance set out below as recommended by the House of Bishops’:
· Responding to, assessing and managing safeguarding concerns or allegations against church officers (2017)
· Responding well to Domestic Abuse: Policy and Practice Guidance 2017

· Responding well to those who have been sexually abused (2011)

· Training and Development (2017)

· Safer Recruitment (2016)

· Safeguarding in Religious Communities (2015)

3. We are committed to the safeguarding and the respectful pastoral care and nurturing of the children, young people and adults within our church community. We commit ourselves to promoting the inclusion and empowerment of children, young people and adults.

4. We are committed to report, without delay every complaint of abuse for example, physical, emotional, sexual, financial or spiritual that we discover or suspect through the Safeguarding Representatives and to the appropriate authorities. 

5. We will fully cooperate with statutory agencies during any               investigations into allegations concerning a member of the church               community. We will inform the statutory agency of any suspected               criminal offences or concerns that we are made aware of in respect               of our contact with children, young people and adults.

6. We recognize that everyone has different levels of vulnerability and everyone may be regarded as vulnerable at some time in their lives. We will offer informed pastoral care to any child, young person or adult who has suffered abuse and provide them with details of local and national support agencies.

7. We will ensure that lay ministers, volunteers and paid workers who work with children and vulnerable adults are carefully selected using the safe recruitment process and Disclosure and Barring Service to check the background of each person as outlined in the diocesan procedures. The Diocese will do likewise in respect of the ordained.

8. We will supervise any member of our church community known to have offended against a child or vulnerable adult and ensuring proper and appropriate preventative safeguards are in place using a written statement.
9. The churches within the Parish are committed to supporting, resourcing,        training and regular reviewing those who undertake work with children and adults.

10. We will review this policy annually and, as part of this, check that all             our procedures and activities involving children, young people and vulnerable adults, including the DBS process and checks, are up to date.

11. We will review our insurance policy for those working with children and vulnerable adults ensuring we adopt the advice in the House of Bishops’ Policy and promoting a Safe Church.
12. The PCC has nominated people on each DCC who will represent the      concerns and views of people at DCC meetings and to outside bodies.

13. A copy of this Policy will be displayed on the Parish Notice Board of each   above named church.
14. Please note you can contact Childline anytime for free 0800 1111. 

Age UK 08003196789.       
This Policy was discussed and agreed at the PCC meeting on Monday 13th October 2014.  This policy was reviewed and updated on 19th October 2015, 19th November 2016, 13th November 2017 and 12th November 2018. 
We, the PCC agree to review and update this policy annually.

Signed & dated by
	PCC Chair or representative.


	Churchwardens of

	St John’s & St Andrew’s



	All Saints



	St Godwald’s



	Christ Church



	Safeguarding Representatives



	Incumbent




The DCC of each church has identified the following activities involving children, young people and vulnerable adults to which the House of Bishops Policy and Promoting a Safe Church applies. Details of the activities, frequency, location, and person/s responsible are included applicable from November 2018.

Parish of Bromsgrove

1. Open the Book: Weekly, Sidemoor, Meadows, Catshill First Schools, Rosemary Sumner  
2. All Church Services: 
St John’s and St Andrew’s (Rep Adrienne Hall)
1. Choir:  Weekly, Church and Choir Vestry, Steve Cowperthwaite

2. Sunday  School:  Sundays, Church Hall, Emily Moseley, Catherine Reston
3. Bell Ringing:  Weekly, Church Ringing Tower, Sarah Marshall 

4. Babies and Toddlers: Friday Mornings, Church Hall, Karin Heptinstall 

5. Retirement Group: Tuesday Afternoons, Church Hall, Yvette Thomas, Jayne Sallis
6. Home Communion & Pastoral Visitors:  As and where required, Ruth Rabone.

7. Craft Group: Thursday mornings, Church Hall, Karin Heptinstall 
8. Chill and Be Still. Monthly Wednesday evenings, St Andrew’s, Shan Moule, Janet Hatton
9.Youth Fellowship Group. Twice a month, Sunday pm Vicarage Rev Ray Khan, Amanda Mullis
10. Stay and Play. Thursdays mornings, St Andrew’s, Ruth Grigg and Caroline Khan
11. Baptismal Visiting Team.  As & where required.  Hilda Roxborough

All Saints (Rep Suzanne Thompson)
1. Pastoral, Baptismal Interviews. All Saints when required. Tessa Carrick

2. Home Communion. As & where required.  Barbara Murphy Tessa Carrick Rosemary Sumner
3. Chattery. Wednesday afternoons, Church Hall Tessa Carrick, Suzanne Thompson
4. Mothers Union. Monthly, Thursday afternoons. Rev Sue Humphries

5. Vestry Hour. Monthly, Thursday Evenings. Rev Sue Humphries

6. Church Opening.  Thursdays, Tessa Carrick and Rota 
7. Service for members of Exmoor Drive.  Monthly Pam Rosewarne 

St Godwald’s Finstall (Rep Sally Brashaw)
1. Totwalds Monday mornings, Church, Sue Bryant Amy Porter 
2. Little Stars Monday mornings, Church Hall, Sally Brashaw
3. Messy Church  Church Hall, Sally Brashaw
4. Ladies Fellowship Third Wednesday each month, R. Heald Room, Pat Brade
5. Home Communion As and where required, Janet Hewer
6. @ Four Third Sunday of each month, Church, Sally Brashaw
7. Choir Every other Sunday, Church, Norman Hewer
8. Sewing Group. Every other Monday afternoon, R Heald Room, Joan Betteridge
Christ Church Catshill (Rep Eleanor Newbold)
1. Craft Group: Once a month. Church/Vicarage. Rev Bev Robertson
2. Meditation Group: Once a month at Vicarage. Rev. Bev Robertson
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